
 

EPA Addresses Questions . l . 
Raised at February Public Meeting 
Hlmco Dump Site 
El<hart, Indiana May2008 

U.S. f.m,inlml-.J Procccti<111 A~ met wilh ElldlUt residalll in 
Fcbrllary to disc:uss i.-~laled to the Hilnco Dllmp Su.pertimd sl1C. 
Sevrnl questioaa 1111d coacerm emerged as dominant tbemca by rcsidcoll. 
BPA promiled to look into tbosc 0000CIDI and get bacli: 110 tbe community 
with answers. 

Bottled water for ~jdentll 
Many raldcnls near the Himco site laid tbc:y are wauied about the qllllity 
of drilllciDa wa1cr coming &om private~ They s.id Ibey waDlled tbosc 
mpaool>lc Coe the pollUlion to~ bouled WIii'< irnrncdietcly fix 
drinking Uld coolcing. 

S,yer Healthcare LLC is now providiq boalod watier ICrVice UDder 
provili0111 of a COlllml decree with EPA. £isbt East Side &milies are 
SCUUII boUJed - service. All of tbe South Side &milies in oo the city 
Wallor lJSlml and do DOI llcod boa)ed water. 

T .. ttng of private wells 
A rdaled issue wu the safety of privau: well&. Rmidaits W&Gt their wells 
lcated to~ the qualify of lbe war.er, which is IJSCld 1IOI only for 
drinking Uld cooking but allo for washing Uld wllming vegelablc pnlcm. 
No d8IC oo lellina of private wclb bu been' llel. 

BPA is wortlnc with Bayer Heeltbcare to develop a plan for testing 
moaitormc wells tint. Thal plan is expected to lake about a yw. Afta the 
daip fllr 1110Ditorinc-wdl liCltiDa is approved. Baya HaltbcaR 1111d EPA 
will addiaa the issue oft.cstiug private wells. 

Language on acc:eu agntementa 
Many nllidmll complained 111111 1hr language of aa:ma agreemam wu too 
clifficult 110 lltldenbmd ad Celt tlley lliouJd have a lawyer inlapm it for 

· tbem. Tbe coat ofhirina a lawyer IJlade lhat a,, •mp•-en• proapect. 

Bayer Heahbcale'a legal staff lignwcandy simplified tbe laogu.t&e. Revised 
~ will be 9CDI sooa to affi:clicd raidalll. The .,reemcalS allo 
_,..iacwl • provisica giving Bayc:r l:lallbc:are - to tbe properties for 
49 years, witb ID option for Iii additiooal 49 ycan. Tbe new apccmeal 
limits tbe - period. 

Cost of city water 
Bayer Heallbcue will be respoasible for cooaecting 39 East Side relideats 
adjacent to the site to the city waler supply and penDIIICl!dy cappina their 
pnVlle well&. The comi-Y cstimat.cd city Wl1CI' wowd c:ost an •vcraac.of 
about S20 a monlh for each household When raideDIB diapuled that figure, 
EPA offmxl to consuh with the city water company to ddcrminc an aa:unu 
estirn•ted ""5t. While individoaJ housdlold usage is a major ~ in actual 
CCISlS, the Elkhart Office of Public Worts told EPA that c:oasumen could 
c,q,ect to pay ~t S25 a month or leas foe nomw usaae. 
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Bayer Hcallbc:are saya the - bill will be partly of&el 
by savmp in elecmcity needed to operalle pump■ an Ille 
privale wells. 

• Permanent payment of water bllls 
Many raidai.11 said Bayer Hea1tbcare sbllUld pay lbcir 
- bill■ u long u they own IOd live in !be lwUlea. 
The compmiy offi,red 10 pay for c:omiection 10 the city 
water system and pve each oftbe neari,y households 
$1 ,000 to cao the~ o( city waler. 

Based 011 city~ of COii. lhat lll1lOU1lt will cover 
averqe bouachold waler usage for about tbree years. 
Bayer Heallhcue has not a,r-' IO 1he request for 
pennaocat paymcot of wata: bills 
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